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Context and highlights

Context

We are a full time kindergarten with an enrolment of 55 children across the week. The kindergarten is located at the
top of Norwood Parade in what was originally the market garden of Adelaide giving rise to many flats and small
holdings. Our building is one of the first purpose built kindergartens in SA opened in 1940 and is open and airy with
a sense of space.

A strong Vision and Philosophy guide the implementation of our programs. The principals below inform our
governance, operations, teaching and learning. Thank you to the Parent Governing Council and Educator Team for
their strong commitment to these principals in guiding our work with children and families each year.

Quality Teaching and Learning.

Throughout the year children worked together to explore their interests and learn from others in collaborative
learning groups. The children have a strong voice in deciding on enquiry questions and exploring and discovering
new ways of learning. Staff modelled and facilitated the language and learning processes and encouraged children
to explore and share new ways of reflecting on their learning.

Building a Sense of Community.

The staff team and the Governing Council worked continually within new safety guidelines to keep connected to our
families. Parents were invited to kindergarten to attend our final 'Music Muscles' session with Caleb and we shared
his on line links so families could share in the fun of learning rhythm and rhyme. Our Slide ,wiggle and jump-a-thon
also went ahead with parents observing from the veranda. A well attended visit to the Botanic Gardens gave
parents another opportunity to share in the learning experiences of their child. We also continued our discovery time
visits to, Marryatville J Primary, with return visits by staff and student leaders in term 4. Playgroup was also able to
continue at kindergarten providing a haven for the young families in our extended community.

Developing Global Citizens.

Our diversity of families adds a richness of experiences for all children. We were delighted that families embraced
using technology to share their culture and languages when access to kindergarten was restricted. Children also
took part in the online Early Learning Languages Australia ELLA program learning French words and phrases and
songs throughout the year. Caring for our World through sustainable practices of reduce, reuse, recycle engaged
the children in meaningful learning experiences they shared with families while developing our vegetable garden
provided opportunities for them to learn more about edible plant, insects and bugs in their world.

Governing council report

Chair Person’s Report

Annabelle Hocking

It is a pleasure today to present the Chairperson’s report for the kindy’s Governing Council of 2021. This group
meets throughout the year to support the wonderful staff members to run the kindy and to coordinate activities to
support a growing sense of community between kindy families.

| think the most important thing for me to do tonight is to thank the staff. Julie, Tanya, Hannah, Liz and Tracy,
assisted by Irene are a cohesive, warm, energetic and engaging team. You all make this place.

Julie’s retirement this year will be a significant moment for this kindy. Julie has been teaching for 40 years and her
17 year tenure here has been remarkable. Her competency, commitment, energy, and experience have been
invaluable to this place. Julie has been a strong advocate for the kindy children and this community. The stability of
the team is testament to her leadership. There are so many children at Marryatville Primary and surrounding
schools she has nurtured and her influence has been profound. She will be very much missed but we wish her
much adventure and joy in her retirement. | was able to participate in the panel to appoint the next Director of
McKellar Stewart kindergarten and understand the community will be in safe hands as we extend a warm welcome
to Catherine Day.

In being a part of the Governing Council, it has been interesting to see and hear the inner workings of the kindy. I'd
like to thank the Governing Council members, especially Mathew Rosie for starting the year as the Chairperson and
Aradhana for acting as Secretary. Mel and Julie have worked together to create a Reconciliation Action Plan.
Whilst we haven’t had as many community activities or fundraising events this year, there has been significant
works around the kindy which improve the space and are fit for purpose. There is finally a drop off carparking zone,
after successive committees have lobbied the Council.

Thanks again to Julie, Tanya, Hannah, Liz, Tracy and Irene for your efforts and adaptability, for your patience and
good humour and for making this kindy such a safe and delightful place in which to be. | commend parents to be
involved in the Governing Council next year. It is a wonderful community to be part of. We will reflect on this year at
kindy as a very happy and special one.
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