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Context and highlights
We began 2020 welcoming new children and families into our kindergarten community. Our planning and operations
for the year were unexpectedly challenged by unprecedented pandemic events by the end of term 1. A cautious but
optimistic approach by the shared leadership and staff team along with the huge support of the Parent Governing
Council maintained a positive kindergarten environment for all.
Context
We are a full time kindergarten with an enrolment of 55 children across the week. The kindergarten is located at the
top of Norwood Parade in what was originally the market garden of Adelaide. Our building is one of the first purpose
built kindergartens in SA opened in 1940 and is open and airy with a sense of space. This year we turned 80years
and finally celebrated with children and families at the end of the year.
A strong Vision and Philosophy guide the implementation of our programs. The principals below inform our
governance, operations, teaching and learning.
Quality Teaching and Learning.
Throughout the year children worked together to explore their interests and learn from others in collaborative
learning groups. The children had a strong voice in deciding on enquiry questions and exploring and discovering
new ways of learning. Staff modelled and facilitated the language and learning processes and encouraged children
to explore and share new ways of reflecting on their learning. 'Music Muscles' sessions with Caleb went online and
provided knowledge and fun in learning rhythm and rhyme.
Building a Sense of Community.
Positive relationships and learning with our families and community defines who we are and this changed
dramatically this year. The staff team and the Governing Council worked continually within new safety guidelines to
keep connected to our families. Outings into the community were often limited but thankfully we could continue our
strong relationship with our local school, Marryatville Primary, sharing 'discovery time' visits, OSHC and reciprocal
visits by staff and student leaders. Playgroup in the park replaced playgroup at kindy when necessary.
Developing Global Citizens.
Our diversity of families adds a richness of experiences for all children. We were delighted that families embraced
using technology to share their culture and languages when access to kindy was restricted. Children also took part
in the online Early Learning Languages Australia ELLA program. Caring for our World and sustainable, healthy
practices continue to engage our children in meaningful learning and provide opportunities for our children to share
their knowledge with their families.

Governing council report
Chairperson’s Report 2020
Lilian Richter
It’s my absolute pleasure to present the Chairperson’s report for the kindy’s Governing Council for 2020.
The Governing Council is a group of parents, who meet a couple of times a term to support the kindy staff and coordinate activities and social events to support the growth of the kindy community.
It’s safe to say 2020 has been a challenging year! And McKellar Stewart wasn’t spared from feeling the effects of
COVID. I want to thank Julie, Tanya, Liz, Tracey, Angela and Irene for keeping things running smoothly and as
normally as possible, given the tumultuous year we’ve had. You’re all amazing and I admire how hard you all have
worked to keep up with any restrictions or changes that cropped up. Seeing how easily the children adapted to any
changes they were presented with is a testament to how great their teachers are.
This year, and due to COVID, Julie had to step away from her duties a few times, which meant that the kindy has
had two acting directors during the year: Tanya and Caroline did an incredible job, given the difficult circumstances
that each term presented and I felt as though I was completely supported as Governing Council chairperson. The
kindy is such a well-oiled machine, that there weren’t any missing pieces between the kindy teachers and the
governing council during this time.
It feels as though the Governing Council has had to tread water this year. We were side-lined as most of the
activities, fundraising opportunities and social events were put on hold. However, I am proud of what we have been
able to achieve as a group. We were able to help co-ordinate one event – the Jump Wiggle and Slideathon, which
was a great success! The children had the best time – especially being able to have their families watching for the
event – and it gave all parents an opportunity to socialise with other kindy parents. Something we haven’t been able
to do all year!
I’ve really enjoyed working on the Governing Council this year – it’s an interesting chance to see how the kindy
works behind the scenes. I’ve really enjoyed getting to know the other parents on the council and collaborating with
them to achieve our goals. McKellar Stewart Kindy is so efficiently run and it was a real privilege to be part of the
governing council. I hope that 2021 brings a return to more of a normal year, where next year’s Governing Council
can hit the ground running!
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Improvement planning - review and evaluate
Quality Area 1. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM AND PRACTICE.
Our site Quality improvement Priority goal for 2020 was to:
Intentionally build children's ability to communicate with purpose and confidence.
Educators Challenge of Practice:
"If educators scaffold the learning of children’s receptive and expressive communication skills, with a focus on
building structured thinking skills and oral language skills then we will intentionally build their ability to communicate
with purpose and confidence."
As a staff team, in term 1 we began to identify resources to support educators, children's and families learning with
the aim to build capacity of all to intentionally support and develop children’s receptive and expressive skills. We
engaged in professional development with a Dept for Education Speech Pathologist to strengthen our knowledge of
language acquisition. Our focus was drawn to the 'four levels of questioning' and in particular on developing tier 2
vocabulary. We also engaged with a play therapist to develop our understanding of children's emotional language
and to discuss strategies from the the text book ‘Say what you see’ which enhanced our learning.
Our term 2 implementation strategies consisted of using the language from these resources where staff responded
to the ‘doing’ of children with a focus on process rather than product .Educators repeated and rephrased children’s
key words, responding and validating their feelings by saying what the child appears to be thinking and using Tier 2
vocabulary in our conversations with children. We differentiated our teaching to the needs of each child through
levels of questioning by asking appropriate questions of each child during and after shared stories, songs, and
reflective discussions with children about their learning. Educators worked collaboratively to regularly discussed,
analyse and recorded observations of children’s oral language.
Children’s individual levels of oral language skills at home and kindergarten were discussed with parents during
parent /teacher conversations. Parents were seeking information to understand how they could support their
children's language development .Resources from the Speech Pathologist and knowledge and strategies from our
educator teams pedagogical learning LADAR were shared with families to improve children's oral language
outcomes.
In term 3 lists of relevant tier 2 vocabulary were displayed in various learning contexts throughout the kindergarten
to provide staff with a supply of relevant words to incorporate in their conversations with children. Parent teacher
conversations were held again and strategies discussed and reflected upon. During a pupil free day staff reflected
on each child's oral language level and grouped children to target support specifically to their developmental needs.
Resources for families were provided based on the identified need of their child with example questions for parents
during shared stories, along with various ‘Share a story’ information sheets that were relevant to each child’s oral
language needs. Educators tracked and monitored the oral language development of each child across the year
with the data revealing that the majority of children progressed significantly in this area.
Educators have reported that their learning on this specific area of oral language skill development for children has
been comprehensive although only one step in the journey children make toward mastering language and reading.
We will be continuing this learning journey to further support the language learning of children, families and our
educator team.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2017

52

53

53

52

2018

54

54

55

55

2019

52

53

54

54

2020

51

N/A

51

51

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Data Source: Preschool Data Collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.
Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Enrolment comment
The enrolment numbers at this kindergarten have been the lowest we have recorded this year.
We cater for all families in our primary catchment and top up with families where we are their closest kindergarten who
fall just out of our catchment. Julie meets with the Directors of other local Preschools to ensure the placement process
offers places to all children in our Partnership Area. The increase of Wattle Park Kindergarten to full time has
decreased the enrolment pressure on our site.
However this year with the closure of international borders we had families who were unable to return to Australia and
also those who moved to find work in rural areas. Our community always has a high level of transience.
I have noted with interest the increase in families looking for a place in term 4 to aid their child's transition into the local
schools. These are mostly families who have chosen to keep their children in Child Care Centres rather than attend a
combination of kindergarten and CC. In most kindergartens in the Central East Partnership this is not possible as our
numbers are usually full from Term 1.

Attendance
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2017 centre

95.2%

94.8%

97.6%

96.2%

2018 centre

95.8%

91.7%

92.7%

95.5%

2019 centre

95.6%

97.6%

94.9%

97.2%

2020 centre

90.2%

N/A

96.1%

90%

2017 state

90.5%

88.2%

85.9%

87.2%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.0%

87.2%

2019 state

90.3%

87.4%

85.8%

86.4%

2020 state

89.3%

82.0%

84.8%

85.9%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the
department's Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual
attendance using booked hours divided by attended hours.
*Note: Term 2 2020 data may not be available for all preschools.

Attendance comment
Our families share with us the value they place on education and they understand that attendance also improves
outcomes for their children. Non attendance at kindergarten is most often due to sickness or holidays. Parents are very
aware of informing staff re absences and text messaging to the kindy mobile has been an excellent tool for this.
Our community has a high percentage of families with working and /or studying parents and they have embraced the
provision of longer hours of kindergarten and the opportunity to access Out of School Hours Care (OSHC ) at the
Marryatville Primary school. As the year progresses and children settle well into kindergarten, the number of children
accessing this excellent service increases. Through out the year, parents who use the service share their positive
experience and staff at the kindergarten remind parents who are needing some support as they return to work etc that
the service is available for them to access.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2017

2018

2019

2020

249 - Marryatville Primary School

73.0%

75.0%

93.9%

82.4%

474 - Trinity Gardens School

3.0%

5.0%

2.0%

7.8%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only
schools that are a destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term3 2020 collection.

Destination schools comment
Our destination data shows a strong trend toward enrolment at local Government schools with 83% attending MPS
next year.
This trend can be attributed to stronger links between government schools and preschools and the confidence and
value for money families are experiencing in the public education system.
We respect all school choices made by our families. This year we also had children transitioning to the Steiner stream
at Trinity Gardens Primary School and Norwood Primary School.
To support children’s well being on transition to school we visited Marryatville Primary School as often as we could this
year to help develop confidence in children's concept of school. Discussions about feelings and strategies in
approaching new children at school help children to feel confident on school transition visits.

Client opinion summary
Parent feedback continues to show a high level of satisfaction in the kindergarten programs for children and the
information and services provided. Appreciation was voiced for the commitment of all Staff and the willingness to
adapt to the changing conditions that were inevitable as our kindergarten implemented Health and Government
requirements, reflected a strong duty of care to children and families and diversified our communication strategies.
We continually seek ongoing feedback through parent questionnaires in children’s learning folders, at parent teacher
conversations and through the parent representatives on the Governing Council. We use this feedback to evaluate
and improve our service and programs under the seven quality areas for improvement. This then informs our planning
for improvement when we review and develop our site Quality Improvement Plan.

Relevant history screening
All Department for Education approved staff who worked at this kindergarten in 2020 had a relevant Department of
Human Services "Working with Children Relevant history screening. A register of screening is kept of all persons who
visit each year such as the book keeper, cleaner, performers who spend extended time in the kindergarten.
Students over 18years must also have the check before work experience. Other contractors are employed through the
Govt. provider Spotless and must show their ID on attendance at the site.
In 2018 all staff updated their Responding to Abuse an Neglect training as required by the Dept. for Edn. and will
participate in the updated online training in 2021. All Governing Council members provided certificates or completed
this training in 2020.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Other
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Amount
$428,600
$0
$38,000
$3,200
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2020 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2020 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

The site grant provided for all staff to participate in professional development in improving oral literacy Specific goals were identified for all children
outcomes. The progress of every child was tracked and monitored through out the year. Resources and in collaboration with parents in each child's
expertise were identified to inform and guide each child's learning improvement.
Individual Learning Plan. These were

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

Parents continued to be involved in their child's planning for learning. Parent information sheets on
supporting children's language development were shared with families through out the year and
targeted at each child's next steps in language development.

Inclusive Education Support Program

Feedback from families stated how they
valued being part of their child's learning
under difficult circumstances.

Children who were identified as requiring developmental and literacy and numeracy support were
All children who were supported in their
allocated small group or individual time with a Support ECW to improve their learning outcomes. SMART learning showed progress toward their
Goals were identified and reflected on by the staff team in regular planning sessions.
individual learning goals.

Not Applicable.
Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Each year we have a number of children who had no or very limited English language skills. These
children do not qualify for bilingual support as their parents can speak English.

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

Support for children is provided from early
intervention funding and working with
parents to expand their language and English
skills.

